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Wentsaiboea D. Fang & D. H. Qin> a new genus of the

Gesneriaceae from Guangxi> China
FANG Ding QIN De-Hai

( Guangzi Institute of Traditional Medicul and Pharmaceutical Sciences » Nonning 530022, China)

Abstract  Wentsaiboea renifolia D. Fang & D. H. Qin» a new genus and species of Gesneriaceae
from Guangxi> China> is described and illustrated. This genus is similar to Dolicholoma D. Fang &
W. T. Wang in the shape of stigma> but differs by having leaves reniform> palmately nerved and
base cordate> corolla obliquely campanulates corolla lobes rounded» and both stamens and stamin-
odes adnate to corolla tube near base. It is also similar to Chiritopsis W. T. Wang in the habit> but
differs by having leaves palmately nerved> corolla tube campanulate and abaxially swollen» and stig-
ma hippocrepiform.

Key words Gesneriaceae> Wentsaiboea D. Fang & D. H. Qin> Wentsaiboea renifolia D. Fang &
D. H. Qin> new genus> new species» Guangxi> China.

During a field trip to the northwestern part of Guangxi Province» China> to collect plants of the
genus Begonia L. » we discovered a plant of the Gesneriaceae in a limestone cave in Du an County.
Upon careful examination: this plant was found to represent a hitherto undescribed new genus and
species.

Wentsaiboea D. Fang & D. H. Qin> gen. nov.

(Subfam. Cyrtandroideae Endl. Trib. Didymocarpeae Endl.’
IREERE

Genus novum ob structuram floris Chiritopsi W. T. Wang et ob ambitum stigmatum Dolicholo-
mati D. Fang & W. T. Wang affine> ab illa stigmate hippocrepico valde differt: et ab hoc foliorum
laminis reniformibus basi cordatis palmatinerviis> corolla oblique campanulata> antice gibbosa> lobis
omnibus apice rotundis> staminibus fertilibus et staminodiis omnibus prope basim corollae tubi ad-
natis> stigmate hippocrepico recedit.

Herbae perennes: tupestres> acaulescentes» thizomatibus. Folia basalia> petiolata> laminae
reniformes> palmatinerviae. Cymae axillares> pedunculatae> 2-bracteatae. Calyx actinomorphus: ad
basin 5-sectus> segmentis aequalibus. Corolla zygomorpha> oblique campanulata; antice gibbosa>
hilabiata> tubus limbum subaequans’ labium posticum 2-partitum> antice brevius» lobis subsemior-
biculatis' labium anticum 3-fidum> lobis suborbiculatis. Stamina fertilia 2 anticas prope basim
corollae tubi adnata> inclusa> filamentis arcuatis> antheris dorsifixis ventre cohaerentibus> thecis di-
varicatis apice confluentibus> longitudinaliter dehiscentibuss connectivis non projectis. Staminodia 2
postica> prope basim corollae tubi adnata. Discus annularis. Pistillum inclusums ovarium 1-locula-
tum> placentis parietalibus 2 divaricatis ovuliferiss stigmate 1 parvo oblique hippocrepico.

Species unica> in Guangxi horeo-occidentali Sinae habitat.

Typus generis' Wentsaiboea renifolia D. Fang & D. H. Qin.

Herbs perermial> rock-dwelling> stemless> rhizomatous. Leaves basal» petiolate> leaf blade
reniform> palmately nerved. Cymes axillary> pedunculate: 2-bracteate. Calyx actinomorphic» 5-
sects segmenis equal. Corolla zygomorphic> obliquely campanulate> abaxially swollen> 2-lipped>
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tube subequalling limhs adaxial lip 2-parteds shorter than abaxial one» lobes subsemiorbiculars
abaxial lip 3-lobed> lobes suborbicular. Fertile stamens 2: adnate to abaxial side of corolla tube
near bases included’ filaments arcuate; anthers dorsifixed» coherent adaxiallys thecae divaricate»
apex confluent> dehiscing longitudinally> connective not projecting. Staminodes 2> acate to adaxial
side of corolla tube near hase. Disc ringlike. Pislil included’> ovary 1-loculeds placentas 2> pari-
etals 2-cleft> stigma 1> obliquely hippocrepiform. :

Wentsaiboea is similar to Dolicholoma D. Fang & W. T. Wang in the shape of stigma> but
differs by having leaves reniform> palmately nerved and base cordates corolla obliquely campanu-
late> corolla lobes rounded» and both stamens and staminodes adnate to corolla tube near base. In
Dolicholoma the leaves are narrowly ovate to elliptic> base broadly cuneate or subrounded pinnately
nerveds the corolla tube is cylindric> not swollen» the corolla lobes are all acute at apex: the sta-
mens and staminodes are adnate to corolla tube near middle> and the stigma is disclike. It is also
similar to Chiritopsis W. T. Wang in the habit» but differs by having leaves palmately nerved:
corolla tube campanulate and abaxially swollen> and stigma hippocrepiform. In Chiritopsis> the
leaves are pinnately nerved> the corolla tube is tubular> not swollen> and the lower lip of stigma is
obtrapeziform to linear in shape.

Wentsaiboea is named after Professor Wang Wen-Tsai> a renowned Chinese taxonomist of the
Institute of Botany> the Chinese Academy of Sciencess and an expert of the Chinese Gesneriaceae.

Wentsaiboea renifolia D. Fang & D. H. Qin> sp. nov. Fig. 1
JCRER
Herba perennis. Rhizoma subconoideum vel subteress 3 ~ 15 mm longum> 1.5 - 3 mm diam.
Folia 9 — 22> hasalia> subglabra> laminae chartaceae vel in sicco tenuiter chartaceae> reniformes
raro subcordatae 0.5 — 2.5 cm longaes 0.7 — 3.6 cm latae> apice rotundae raro obtusae> basi cor-
datae vel profunde cordatae> margine subintegrae raro repandae> ciliolataes subtus in vivo atropur-
pureae> nervis palmatis 3 —5 utrinque saepe inconspicuis’> petioli 2 ~ 9 em longi> 0.5 -1.5 mm
lati» paulo applanati> atropurpurei. Cymae 5 — 13> 1- vel 3-ramosae> 3 ~ 13-florae> pedunculi 2.5
—11.5 cm longi> cum pedicellis patenter albo-pubescentes et glanduloso-puberuli> bracteae opposi-
tae> lineares raro oblanceolataes 1 —3 mm longae> integrae> eodem indumento pedunculi obtectae>
pedicelli 3 - 8 mm longi. Calyx 5-sectus> segmentis lineari-triangulatis 3 - 3.5 mm longis 0.6 mm
latis atropurpureis apice minute obtusis extus albo-pubescentibus et glanduloso-puberulis intus fere
glabris> margine ciliatis. Corolla 9 — 10 mm longa> extus sparsim glanduloso-puberula> intus
glabras tubus albus) 4 mm longus» 4.5 mm diam. » intus stiiis purpureis longitudinalibus ornatus>
ore 5 mm diam. > limbum purpurellum’ labium posticum 2.5 mm longum> lobis 2 mm longis> labi-
um anticum 4 mm Jongum> lobis 2 - 2.5 mm longis> lobis omnibus ciliolatis. Stamina 2> ad 0.5
mm supra basin corollae tubi adnata’ filamentis linearibus 2.5 mm longis basi glanduloso-puberulis>
antheris glabris reniformibus 1.5 mm longis. Staminodia 2> ad 0.25 mm supra basin corollae tubi
adnata> 0.75 mm longa> apice leviter ampliata compressa glanduloso-puberula. Discus 0.35 mm al-
tus> margine undulatus. Pistillum 6 mm longum> ovarium anguste ovoideum> 1.5 mm longum> 0.7
mm diam. > dense et patenter glanduloso-puberulum; stylus 4 mm longus> infra medium sparsim

. glanduloso-puberulus> stigma circ. 0.3 mm diam. Capsula non visa. FI. Apr. - Mai.

China. Guangsd (/ )+ Du an /(,mlﬁ) » Xjaao ( T 4), in cave on limestone hills rares
alt. 280 m> D. H. Qin & D. Fang (8IS, TT5M) 29612 (GXMD) 5 the same locality» 2003-
05-07> D. Fang &D. H. Qin (75, M) 20615 (holotypes GXMI; isotypes> GXMI> PE) .
Herb perennial. Rhizome subobconic or subteretes 3 — 15 mm long> 1.5 -3 mm diam. Leaves
9-22; basal> subglabrouss blade chartaceous or thinly chartaceous when diy> reniform> rarely
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Fig. 1. Wentsaiboca renifolia D. Fang & D. H. Qin.  A» habit> Bs corolla apened with stamens and staminodess C» calyx» disc
and pistil; D> transverse section of ovary. Drawn by X. P. Liao from the type gathering: D. Fang & D. H. Qin 29615.

subcordates 0.5 -2.5 cm long> 0.7 ~3.6 cm wide> apex roundeds rarely obtuse» base cordate or
deeply cordate> margin subentire> rarely repand> ciliolate> abaxially dark purple in living state> in-
conspicuously palmately 3 — 5-nerved on both surfaces’ petiole 2 ~ 9 cm long» 0.5 - 1.5 mm wide>
slightly enlarged> dark purple in living state. Cymes 5 — 13> 1- or 3-branched> 3 — 13-flowered>
peduncle 2.5-11.5 cm long» together with pedicel spreading white pubescent and glandular pu-
berulents bracts opposite> linear> rarely oblanceolate> 1 — 3 mm long: entire> spreading white
pubescent and glandular puberulent pedicel 3 — 8 mm long. Calyx 5-sect’ segments linear-triangu-
lar> 3—3.5 mm long> 0.6 mm wide> apex minutely obtuse> white pubescent and glandular puberu-
lent outside> nearly glabrous inside> margin ciliate. Corolla 9 — 10 mm long> sparsely glandular pu-
berulent outside» glabrous inside> tube white> 4 mm long> 4.5 mm diam.> longitudinally purple
striate inside> mouth 5 mm diam.> limb pwple> abaxial lip 2.5 mm long> lobes 2 mm long>
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adaxial lip 4 mm long> lobes 2 - 2.5 mm long> all lobes ciliolate. Stamens 2> aclnate to 0.5 mm
above base of corolla tubes filaments linear> 2.5 mm long> base glandular puberulent: anthers
glabrous> reniform> 1.5 mm long> staminodes 2> adnate to 0.25 mm above base of corolla tube>
0.75 mm long> apex slightly enlarged> compressed> glandular puberulent. Disc 0.35 mm high-
margin undulate. Pistil 6 mm long’ ovary narrowly ovoid> 1.5 mm long> 0.7 mm diam. > densely
spreading glandular puberulent’ style 4 mm long> below the middle spaisely glzmdulal puberulent>
stigma 0.3 mm diam. Capsule not seen. L. Apr. — May.
Wenisaiboea renifolia is only known from its type locality> growing in cave on limestone hill.
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